
         Hearing assisted devices are available at the sound booth. 

P R E L U D E  

W E L C O M E  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

P E A C E  

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OPENING HYMN                                         “Be Thou My Vision”                                       ELW 793 

P R A Y E R  O F  T H E  D A Y   
Let us pray… Lord, 
help us to imitate what we worship, and so learn to love even our enemies, for we learn today 

of a man who knew how to pray even for his persecutors. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N   

L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  C O M M U N I O N   

C O M M U N I O N  H Y M N                “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”            ELW 697 

P R A Y E R  A F T E R  C O M M U N I O N   

 



A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  A C T S  6 : 1 - 1 2 ;  7 : 5 4 - 6 0  
1Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists 

complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily 

distribution of food. 2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and 

said, "It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait on 

tables. 3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of 

the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote 

ourselves to prayer and to serving the word." 5What they said pleased the whole community, 

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6They had these men stand 

before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.7The word of God continued to 

spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 

priests became obedient to the faith. 8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and 

signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen 

(as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up 

and argued with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which 

he spoke. 11Then they secretly instigated some men to say, "We have heard him speak 

blasphemous words against Moses and God." 12They stirred up the people as well as the elders 

and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the 

council. 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But 

filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at 

the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing 

at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 

together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 

Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 

voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 

T H E  W O R D  O F  T H E  L O R D .  T H A N K S  B E  T O  G O D .  

A C T S  O F  R E S U R R E C T I O N   

REFLECTION                                                                 Pastor John Anderson                                                                          

SONG OF THE DAY                                “By All Your Saints in Warfare”                               LBW 177 

O F F E R I N G  P R A Y E R   

 



APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E   
Let us pray… 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord, take and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, all I 

have and call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do 

with it what you will. Give me only your love and your grace, that is enough for me. In Christ’s 

Holy name we pray. Amen. 

B L E S S I N G  a n d  S E N D I N G  f o r  t h e  E L C A  N A T I O N A L  Y O U T H  G A T H E R I N G  

Please stand as you are able. 

B L E S S I N G    

SENDING HYMN                                   “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                                     ELW 623 

S E N D I N G   
Go in peace, as we share the Resurrection by: 

Loving Jesus, Changing Lives, and Reaching Out to Serve. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

P O S T L U D E  
We look forward to you and/or your family joining us: 

Sunday, July 21 
 8am & 10am Worship 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray… 

Thank You, Lord, for the open doors of the Church. Thank You for the exuberant little ones, for 

the faithful retired attendees. Thank You for the piano playing, the guitar tuning up, the voices 

of all ranges reaching the roofs. Thank You for all who lead us in Worship. Thank You for Your 

Word remaining the same all over the world. Thank You for the body coming alongside us. Thank 

You for loving us through the Church. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord, please be with our Youth and their Leaders as they attend the ELCA National Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans.  Keep them safe, draw them into Holy fellowship with other believers, 

and strengthen their faith so that they may return with a renewed boldness to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ with all whom they meet.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord, give us the boldness of Stephen in the face of persecution.  Be with those around the world 

who are persecuted for what they believe.  Help us to be bold witnesses to Christ in a world to 

often uninterested in hearing the message of Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord, today we lift up to you all who are hurting in mind, body, or Spirit. We pray especially for 

Kathy, Carol, Dana, Marcia, John, Jeanne, Heather, Betty, Florence, Bob, Myrna, Jim and Mark. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord, take and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, All I 

have and call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do 

with it what you will. Give me only your love and your grace, that is enough for me. In Christ’s 

Holy name we pray. Amen. 


